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Bee City USA

An Initiative of The Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation

Photo: Sara Morris
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The Xerces Society

Photo: Endangered Fender’s blue butterfly (Icaricia icarioides fenderi) by Dana Ross

Protecting the life that 
sustains us

Since 1971, the Xerces Society 
has worked to protect wildlife 
through the conservation of 

invertebrates and their habitat.
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Bee City USA

Bringing communities together to sustain pollinators, in 
particular the more than 3,600 species of native bees in 

this country, by increasing the abundance of native plants, 
providing nest sites, and reducing the use of pesticides.
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Bee Diversity

USGS Native Bee Inventory and Monitoring Lab
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Honey Bees
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Beekeeping ≠ Bee Conservation 
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Bee Diversity

Number of species 

3,600 600–800? 80–100? 20–30

USA & 
Canada Oregon Portland

In a single 
garden
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Other Pollinators

Butterflies Moths Beetles Flies

Photos: Dennis Burnette, Stephanie McKnight, Whitney Cranshaw, Scott Horvath 
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Why Care About Pollinators?

Photo: Rich Hatfield
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Plant Reproduction

Photo: Sarah Foltz Jordan
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Food Production
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Ecological Role
Pollinators are at the center of complex food webs.

They enable the 
fruits and seeds 
that make up a 
major part of the 
diet of many 
animals.

And sometimes 
they are the food 
themselves.

Photos: Wildreturn, Flickr; Colleen Prieto, Flickr; U.S. Forest Service; kansasphoto, Flickr.
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Enrich our Lives, Define our Seasons

Photo: Molly Martin
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The Science is Clear: Pollinators are in Peril
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Pollinator Declines

Globally: Up to 
40% of pollinator 
species may be 
at risk of 
extinction in the 
coming years.

North America: 
More than a 
quarter of 
bumble bees 
species are in 
decline

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis), Rich Hatfield

Source: Assessment report of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services on pollinators, pollination, and food production.
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Other Insects in Trouble
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Habitat loss and 
degradation
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Pesticide useHabitat loss and 
degradation



© 2017 The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Diseases and 
pathogens

Pesticide useHabitat loss and 
degradation
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Pesticide use Diseases and 
pathogens

Climate change

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Habitat loss and 
degradation
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Good News: There are Solutions

Photo: Matthew Shepherd
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham

Find alternatives 
to harmful 
pesticides
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Find alternatives 
to harmful 
pesticides

Educate and 
spread 

awareness

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham
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Current Cities & Campuses

City
Campus
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Bee City USA Commitments
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Bee City USA Commitments

Establish a Bee City USA committee to advocate for pollinators.
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Bee City Committee

City Staff
Parks & 

Rec Staff
Engaged 
citizens

Local 
Experts
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Bee City USA Commitments

Create and enhance pollinator habitat on public and private land.
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan
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Recommended Native Plant List
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Bee City USA Commitments

Make city or county policies and plans pollinator-conscious.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Host pollinator awareness events.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Publicly acknowledge Bee City USA affiliation with signs and an online 
presence.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Annually apply for renewal and report on last year’s activities.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Pay initial application and annual renewal fees.

Fee Based on Population:
• <9,999   ($100)
• 10,000 - 24,999   ($200)
• 25,000 - 49,999   ($300)
• 50,000 - 99,999   ($400)
• >100,000   ($500) 
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Benefits of Affiliation

• Ensure survival of vital animal species 
including bees and other pollinators.

• Build community locally and nationally.
• Improve local food production and 

raise community awareness of how our 
food grows.

• Support small local businesses.
• Address pest problems with fewer 

pesticides using integrated pest 
management.

• Heighten awareness of biological 
diversity.
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Apply

 www.beecityusa.org/application-city

Application Process
• Form Committee
• Complete online application
• City council adopts resolution (following template), receive 

approval of highest elected official 
• Pay application fee (scaled to population)
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Learn More

www.beecityusa.org

Photo: Sara Morris
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Thank You

Questions?

Photo: Jennifer Hopwood


