
   

Bee Campus USA - University of Tennessee at Martin
Report on 2023

Pollinator Habitat Creation & Enhancement

Please describe pollinator habitat creation or enhancement projects in your community in 2023, and whether your committee

hosted them or not.

Two plots were planted in February 2023, after preparing the sites throughout summer and fall 2022. One site is an

approximately 1/5 acre plot adjacent to our campus pond (Pacer Pond), and the other is an approximately 1/3 acre plot

at the northwest corner of campus, adjacent to two primary roads in the city of Martin. Seeds for the first plot were

donated by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency's Biodiversity division, and seeds for the second were

recommended by pollinator biologists with Quail Forever and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Seeds for

both plots were obtained from Roundstone Native Seed, a company specializing in native species and local ecotypes.

How many habitat projects did you help to create or enhance in 2023?

2

How many people (staff, volunteers, students, partners, etc.) helped with those projects?

34

How many projects benefit monarchs, milkweed, or nectar plantings?

5

How many total square feet of habitat were created or enhanced?

20000

Please check all that describe the habitats your affiliate helped to create or enhance last year with pollinator benefit in mind.

Meadow

Native milkweed planting for monarchs and bees (where appropriate)

Invasive/exotic plant species removal for habitat improvement



   

Social media post of photos from planting of 1/3 acre pollinator plot by our student Wildlife Society.



   

Education & Outreach

Please describe pollinator conservation events or outreach activities in your community in 2023, indicating whether your

committee hosted them or not.

The committee oversaw two milkweed seed giveaway events for students on campus. Both of these events were

conducted by our two campus Sustainability Center Interns at the campus University Center, during October, which is

Campus Sustainability Month. Several dozen common and butterfly milkweed seed packets were given out; all seeds

were collected locally by the Coordinator of the campus Sustainability Center. The Committee also liaised with Dr.

Bethany Wolters, who had her Soil Conservation class pull invasive weeds from one of our new campus pollinator

plantings.

How many pollinator-related events or outreach activities did you host or help with in 2023 (in total)?

5

How many people attended those events (in total)?

106

Number of permanent interpretive/educational/Bee Campus USA signs installed to date?

4

Number of temporary interpretive/educational/Bee Campus USA signs installed in 2023?

1



   

A social media post promoting milkweed and announcing a milkweed seed giveaway on 10/17/2023.



   

A sign created to educate the public when delayed mowing is implemented for conservation of pollinator habitat.



   

Curriculum, Continuing Education, & Service Learning

Social media post regarding students in Soil Conservation class removing invasive weeds from campus pollinator plot.



   

Social media post regarding planting of 1/5 acre pollinator plot as part of a campus-wide day of service.

Policies & Practices

Please describe actions taken to make pest management more pollinator-friendly.

Several dozen shrubs on campus killed by cold in winter 2022-2023 are being replaced with native shrubs attractive to

pollinators and resistant to pests.

In your city or campus, are any policy initiatives underway to further protect pollinators, people or waterways from pesticides?

Campus Grounds is following our new Integrated Pest Management Plan, including decreasing use of neonicotinoid

pesticides with an ultimate goal of phasing them out completely.

Did your committee participate in any continuing education on ecologically-based Integrated Pest Management planning?



   

At our May 2024 meeting, our committee will review exemplary IPM plans, for models on how to efficiently phase out

use of neonicotinoid pesticides. Results will be provided to the Campus Grounds Department.

Please check actions you have taken to make pest management practices more pollinator-friendly.

Implemented or maintained a written IPM plan

Avoided use of pesticides in public sites containing designated pollinator habitat or other sensitive

features (except when targeted use is deemed the best option for invasive or noxious weed, insect or

disease management)

Implemented non-chemical pest prevention and management methods on city or campus grounds

Social media post regarding use of prescribed fire to maintain optimal pollinator habitat.



   

Although we do not have a current photo, the attached shows three of our four committee members. An updated photo is in the
works!

Learn More

Integrated Pest Management Plan: UTM IPM plan (1).docx

Recommended Native Plant List: Native Plant List.docx

Recommended Native Plant Supplier List: Plant Sources.docx

https://beecityusa.org/wp-content/uploads/ultimatemember/1758/file_173e75e1_03e1a1d2d9619c6e760670e3a0f511d7387e6d74.docx
https://beecityusa.org/wp-content/uploads/ultimatemember/1758/file_173e75e1_73f750f6b30584ab057af66b84848bc85ddb48fa.docx
https://beecityusa.org/wp-content/uploads/ultimatemember/1758/file_173e75e1_75ea25ee544ed34e64a48865a1dd8a895b25aeb6.docx

